
Unconventional 
drilling is too risky for 
Florida's waters and 
economy.
     Florida is not an oil rich state. 
Yet for decades, prospectors and 
wildcatters have used conventional 
oil and gas drilling techniques 
hoping to get-rich-quick by finding 
the nation's next big oil deposit 
beneath the Florida peninsula.
They've had little success, finding 
only a limited supply in the 
Panhandle and southwest Florida. 
And what few reserves they found 
have been on the decline since the 
early 1980s.   
     As oil and gas deposits declined 
elsewhere in the country, drilling 
companies began to implement 
unconventional extraction 
techniques to boost production—at 
the high cost of polluting water 
supplies.
     In Florida, the risks that these 
unconventional techniques pose to 
our state’s water supplies are too 
great.
     

     Fracking originated as a term 
to describe hydraulic or acid 
fracturing. It involves injecting 

millions of gallons of highly 
pressurized water, usually mixed 
with sand and chemicals, deep 
into the earth to crack the rock and 
release oil or gas deposits.
     Another method, known as 
“matrix acidizing,” involves 
injecting acidic chemicals into 
underground rock formations, but at 
lower pressure, with the chemicals 
dissolving the rock (not fracturing it) 
to release oil and gas. All fracking 
techniques use a toxic chemical 
combination and produce large 
amounts of wastewater.

     
     Legislation that seeks to ban all 
forms of fracking that could occur 
in Florida must not only refer to 
“hydraulic fracturing,” but also 
to all forms of “well-stimulation” 
for oil and gas production or 
recovery. Legislation must cover 
any process that seeks to change 
the permeability of an underground 
geologic formation through 
fracturing or dissolving the rock, 
at either a high or low pressure, 

WHAT IS FRACKING?

to improve the flow of oil and gas 
(hydrocarbons) from the formation 
into the well.

     Florida contributes a scant 
amount to the production of oil and 
gas in the United States. In fact, 
Florida’s reserves for potential future 
oil production are estimated to be 
less than one-tenth of one percent 
of our national reserves, and the 
quality of our oil is considered 
poor.¹
     Oil prospectors have identified 
the Sunniland Trend, which 

FRACKING IN FLORIDA
THE DEFINITION MATTERS
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Policy Recommendations
Prohibit all forms of fracking within the State of Florida.

Ensure that fracking is defined to include methods that 
involve well-stimulation.

Protect local government home rule by preserving local 
authority to define tougher regulations through zoning and 
land use plans.

underlies Big Cypress National 
Preserve and Everglades National 
Park, and Jay Field in the Panhandle 
among other locations as areas of 
interest for risky well stimulation 
and fracking activities. However, 
Floridians do not support fracking. 
More than 85 local governments 
have passed resolutions or 
ordinances opposing fracking. 
In other words, the majority of 
Floridians now live in a city or 
county that has either banned 
fracking locally or called for a ban 
on fracking at the state level.

•
•

•

Leakage from fracking 
waste pits has caused 

contamination of 
nearby underground 

water sources with 
toxic chemicals known 

to cause cancer, like 
benzene.
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PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY RISKS TO THE FLORIDAN 
AQUIFER

ECONOMIC IMPACTS

CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS

     Nearly 75 percent of chemicals 
used in fracking have been proven 
harmful to the skin, eyes, and 
respiratory and digestive systems. 
Half of these chemicals also affects 
immune, cardiovascular, and brain/
nervous system functions, and a 
quarter cause cancer and birth 
defects.² Putting aside direct contact 
with fracking chemicals, it is 
important to recognize that fracking 
operations also form ground-level 
ozone, which, when combined 
with particulate matter, forms smog. 
Higher levels of ozone and smog  
can irritate the lungs, aggravate 
asthma, and reduce lung function, 
affecting sensitive populations such 
as children and disproportionately 
affecting low-income communities.3
     In Florida, as in many states, 
the chemicals used in drilling 
operations can be withheld 
from public knowledge under 
“trade secret” provisions. The 
driller decides what is “trade 
secret” without an independent 
evaluation, leaving communities 
in the dark about chemicals that 
may affect their health. This lack 
of transparency can become 
particularly acute in emergencies, 
potentially hampering local 
governments' ability to provide 
proper medical and fire emergency 
response.

     Spills and leaks resulting from 
the transport, storage, and injection 
of hazardous chemicals pose a 
serious threat of contaminating 
our drinking water and water 
resources. In fact, thousands 
of water contamination cases 
reported across the country show 
that fracking has caused illness in 
humans and deaths in livestock.4 A 
new fracking study from the Science 
for Nature People Partnership found 
an average of 55 spills per 1,000 
wells in any given year.5 Besides 
posing a grave threat to water 
quality, fracking also uses vast 
amounts of freshwater. 

     Environmental disasters have 
an enormous impact on Florida’s 
tourism-based economy. From the 
BP Deepwater Horizon disaster 
of 2010 to the devastating algal 
blooms in the Indian River Lagoon 
and Caloosahatchee Estuary in 
2013 and 2016, the entire state is 
impacted economically even when 
an ecological disaster affects only a 
local or regional area. Even down 
at the most personal level, studies 
have shown that homes with private 
drinking wells within one kilometer 
of a fracking well lose up to 22 
percent of their property value.6

     More fracked gas infrastructure 
deepens our dependence on fossil 
fuels. Nearly 70 percent of Florida’s 
electricity needs are now met by 
burning gas, making us already 
dangerously over-dependant on 
this source of energy. Furthermore, 
fracking releases methane directly 
into the atmosphere, which as a 
greenhouse gas is 30 times more 
potent than carbon dioxide. As 
one of the states most vulnerable 
to climate change and sea level 
rise, Florida should make policy 
decisions to support renewable 
energy rather than exacerbating our 
dependence on fossil fuels. 
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Fracking could harm our public 
health, environment, and economy.
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