
Florida has a proud history of conserving 
land for nature, wildlife, and people.
     Since 1963, Floridians have 
voted repeatedly for preserving 
land, healthy rivers, springs, and 
beautiful places to enjoy and 
experience nature. From local ballot 
measures to statewide constitutional 
amendments, Floridians have 
consistently supported raising 
public funds for land conservation, 
even when it means imposing 
additional taxes.
     Both native and new Floridians 
understand the need to protect 
our natural environment because 
it is the reason we choose to live, 
retire, and raise our families in this 
beautiful state. For visitors, our 
natural environment is the Florida 
brand—the “Real Florida,” and the 
health of our economy depends 
directly upon the health of our 
ecosystems.
     With 20 million people and 
growing, Florida is a thirsty state. 
Our growing population puts 
significant demands on our natural 
resources, and most importantly, 

on our drinking water. Protecting 
land is the most conservative and 
cost-effective way to protect our 
water supply. Natural, undeveloped 
land adjacent to waterbodies acts 
as a filter and barrier for pesticides, 
fertilizers, and other pollutants, 
allowing clean water to replenish 
the Floridan aquifer, which supplies 
90 percent of our state’s drinking 
water.
     It is far cheaper to buy land or 
conservation easements on riparian 
properties than to restore polluted 
water or build water treatment 
plants.
     Conserving land adjacent to 
waterbodies will prepare our state 
for sea level rise, offering coastal 
resiliency and protecting our $9.7 
billion fishing industry and $89.1 
billion tourism industry. Smart land 
policy includes investing in Florida’s 
future in the form of strategic and 
science-based land acquisition that 
will protect areas with the highest 
biodiversity. Protecting these areas 

will ensure other important land 
conservation goals are met, such as 
drinking water aquifer recharge and 
flood protection, among others.
     Florida already has an award-
winning conservation and 
recreation lands acquisition 
program: Florida Forever. Thanks to 
the Water and Land Conservation 
Amendment, which passed in 2014 
with 75 percent voter approval, 
we now have a dedicated funding 
stream to purchase and protect 
these critical conservation lands.
     Our Florida Forever program 
provides a clear roadmap for 
investing in our conservation future, 
using science-based analysis and 
criteria and choosing the most 
efficient way to reap the desired 
results. It is the product of decades 
of fine tuning with an elegant 
application—as the real estate 
market heats and cools, so does the 
funding. Investing in Florida Forever 
will ensure Florida continues to 
be the number one destination for 
visitors and citizens alike.
     Both residents and visitors 
know there is no place in the world 
like Florida. From our pristine 
beaches to the wonders of the 
Everglades, our abundant wildlife, 
and crystal clear springs, we have 
inherited an irreplaceable heritage. 
While growth and development 
are important to our prosperity, 
protecting our land and water is 
equally necessary to preserve both 
our way of life and continued 
prosperity.
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Policy Recommendations
Implement the intent of the Water and Land Conservation Amendment 
(Art. 10, Sec. 28) by statutorily dedicating at least one-quarter of 
the Land Acquisition Trust Funds to the Florida Forever and Florida 
Communities Trust programs.

Continue to fund the Rural and Family Lands program.

Ensure adequate funding for land management, with preference given 
to practices that retain, and where possible, restore natural processes 
and indigenous populations of plants and animals.

•
•

Our land management requires prescribed 
burns and invasive exotic species control.
     The scenic beauty and 
ecological health of Florida’s 
upland and wetland landscapes 
are maintained by fire. Support for 
prescribed burning is critical to 
protecting the “Real Florida.” Many 
of our unique species cannot exist 
without periodic fires that provide 
nutrients, maintain structure, and 
prevent the encroachment of 
hardwoods that shade out their 
habitat. Northern Bobwhite Quail, 
Gopher tortoises, and Wild Turkeys 
all depend on grassy savannas for 
survival.
     More than any other state, 
exotic invasive plants and animals 
threaten Florida's native flora and 
fauna. Exotic invasive plants like 
Cogongrass, Brazilian pepper, 
and Old World climbing fern 
can overrun protected natural 
areas, pushing out or smothering 
native species. Often, small, early 
prevention efforts can prevent huge, 
costly eradication efforts and the 

loss of native wildlife later.
     Managed public lands also 
need buffers. Development on 
the edges of our public natural 
areas makes prescribed fire, 
restoration, and fighting exotic 
invasive species more challenging. 
Funding conservation programs 
like Florida Forever and the Rural 
and Family Lands program helps 
private landowners ensure their 
lands are protected and Florida 
agricultural lands can persist 
despite development pressures. 

Bringing private lands under 
conservation easement can buffer 
adjacent public lands from the 
many challenges created by 
development. Funding acquisition 
and conservation easements of 
outparcels and buffers around state 
parks and other managed public 
lands also creates fewer conflicts 
with prescribed fires, battling 
exotics, and other natural resource 
management operations.

Since 1988, Floridians have 
voted for more than 85 local 
and statewide conservation 

measures, which by 
conservative estimates will 

raise more than $12.5 billion 
for preserving land.¹

¹ LandVote®. Landvote.org/The Trust for 
Public Land. 2016. Web.
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