
Florida has more 
residents and more 
property at risk from sea 
level rise than any other 
state in the nation.
     Our climate is changing because 
the Earth is warming. Over the 
last two centuries, people have 
increased the amount of carbon 
dioxide in the air by 40 percent, 
and other heat-trapping greenhouse 
gasses like methane are also 
increasing.² As a result, the seas 
are rising at an accelerated rate. 
Without adaptive planning and 
funding, sea level rise will cause 
billions of dollars of damage to our 
structures, water supply, agricultural 
soils, and natural resources. 
     Florida is at the greatest risk in 
the nation for property loss because 
it has the longest sea coast in the 
continental U.S. and among the 
most expensive coastal real estate. 
This, compounded by our low 
elevation and high water table, 
means we are at ground zero for 
rising sea levels. In fact, in many 
parts of the state, communities are 
already experiencing the damaging 
effects of climate change and sea 
level rise. 
     Since 2006, flooding in the 

Miami area from from sea level 
rise has increased 400 percent, 
which is well above the global 
average increase.3 Researchers at 
the University of Miami have found 
that the average rate of sea level rise 
increased over the last decade from 
three millimeters per year before 
2006, to nine millimeters per year 
after 2006. 
     In Florida’s coastal regions, 
where the majority of our 20 
million residents choose to 
live, homeowners are already 
experiencing record-breaking cost 
increases on property insurance 
because of their vulnerability to 
flooding and higher storm surges. 
Because of our porous karst 
topography, which allows salt water 
to move laterally inland, several 
communities are already losing 
drinking water wells to saltwater 
intrusion. Sunny day flooding is 
inundating streets and structures 
on Miami Beach, higher tides are 
topping sea walls and flooding 
yards, and salt water is destroying 

coastal habitat.  
     Climate change is the biggest 
challenge of our generation. It 
will take all of us—scientists, 
policymakers, and citizens—to 
work together collaboratively and 
creatively to save our environment, 
our economy, and our current way 
of life. Florida must explore policies 
that will enable our communities to 
both adapt to our changing climate 
and reduce our state's greenhouse 
gas emissions. 
     The response may be costly, but 
ignoring climate change and sea 
level rise will cost us more over the 
long run and will disproportionately 
harm the most vulnerable 
communities who can least afford 
it.
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Policy Recommendations
Fund a state university to conduct a comprehensive statewide review of existing reports, 
literature, data, and research, and prepare a report of existing and projected impacts of 
climate change and sea level rise over the next 50 years on Florida’s economy, citizens, and 
natural resources.

Assemble a task force of federal, state, local, and regional governmental officials, including 
state agencies, citizens, scientists, real estate and business representatives, as well as the 
U.S. military, to prepare recommendations to address the effects of climate change in 
Florida, based on the findings of the university review.

Fund and implement the task force’s recommendations.
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Three-fourths 
of Florida's 

20 million 
residents live 

in coastal 
communities.  ⁴
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