
WILDLIFE
PROTECT ESSENTIAL HABITATS AND CORRIDORS

tropical hammocks of  South Florida 
and the state’s marine habitats are 
home to some of  the nation’s highest 
concentrations of  rare species.
 
Because of  its natural beauty and 
mild weather, Florida is also a 
desirable place to live and visit. Our 
state is a top travel destination in the 
world, hosting a record 97 million 
visitors in 2014. Excursions to see 
Florida’s diverse wildlife account for 
$5.6 billion in spending annually. 

Many visitors return to live in Florida. 
With a steadily improving economy 
and a growing population of  almost 
20 million people, development and 
road building are accelerating. 

This places the Sunshine State in 
the challenging position of  having 

both tremendous wildlife diversity 
and mounting pressure from growth, 
which is changing our landscapes and 
shorelines.
 
Impacts to our land and waters 
have led to the loss of  biological 
diversity through habitat degradation, 
fragmentation, and destruction. 
Populations of  many native plant and 
animal species have declined, and 
non-native species have invaded and 
harmed our natural heritage. The 
effects of  climate change also threaten 
biological diversity. Reduction in 
diversity of  plants and animals makes 
food supplies more vulnerable to pests 
and disease, and makes freshwater 
irregular or in short supply, which 
threatens our quality of  life. 

Florida’s temperate and tropical 
climates give rise to 80 different 
ecosystems, providing unique habitats 
to a vast array of  plants and animals. 
Our beautiful and diverse wildlife 
ranges from least terns and other 
shorebirds on our beaches to tiny 
sand skinks in the ancient scrub on 
the Lake Wales Ridge. The Florida 
panther, our state animal, roams the 
wildlands of  south and south-central 
Florida. Florida is also abundant with 
game species such as white-tailed 
deer, American alligator, bobwhite 
quail, tarpon, and largemouth bass.   
 
Many species native to our state, 
such as the Florida bonneted bat and 
Florida scrub jay, are found nowhere 
else in the world. The Apalachicola 
River Basin, the south-central 
highlands, the pine rocklands, the 

From the Keys and Everglades to the Apalachicola and St. Johns River Basins, 
Florida is home to some of  the country’s most rare and astonishing habitat and 

wildlife, but also some of  the most imperiled.

FLORIDA CONSERVATION VOTERS EDUCATION FUND

IN   2015,   A   RECORD   30 
PANTHERS   WERE   KILLED 

BY   VEHICLES.¹   VEHICULAR 
COLLISION   IS  A  LEADING 
CAUSE   OF   DEATH   FOR 

FLORIDA   PANTHERS



Policymakers can help 
protect core habitat and 
wildlife corridors by taking 
these actions:
fully fund land acquisition and 
conservation easement programs 
like Florida Forever;

strengthen incentives to protect, 
manage, and restore wildlife 
habitat;

minimize habitat fragmentation 
through sound transportation and 
land-use planning;

prevent and reduce conflict with 
wildlife through:

sound transportation and land-
use planning; 
installation of wildlife crossings;
implementation of programs 
that encourage responsible 
homeowner practices.

MANY SPECIES, LIKE THE FLORIDA BONNETED BAT AND FLORIDA 
SCRUB JAY, ARE FOUND NOWHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD.

•

•

•

Elizabeth Fleming
Senior Florida Representative, Defenders of Wildlife
(727) 823-3888 | efleming@defenders.org

Manley Fuller
President | Florida Wildlife Federation
(850) 656-7113 | wildfed@gmail.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Photo by Victor Hurlburt

s

s

s

By safeguarding wildlife diversity 
and natural habitats, we can help 
ensure the continued supply of  
essential environmental goods and 
services, such as clean and abundant 
freshwater, flood control, and coastal 
protection.
 
To conserve the state’s diverse 
wildlife and habitat, we must make 
sure wildlife have the space and 
resources to survive. We must protect 
sufficient habitat, manage it for 
resiliency by applying prescribed fire 
and controlling non-native invasive 
plants and animals, and safeguard 
vulnerable species from direct 
impacts like road mortality or nest 
disturbance. 

NEARLY 20 ACRES OF WILDLIFE 
HABITAT ARE LOST TO NEW 

DEVELOPMENT EVERY HOUR IN 
FLORIDA.²

¹ Panther Pulse, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation  
Commission, http://www.floridapanthernet.org/index.
php/pulse/#.Vo_FM8rvOlk, Jan 8, 2016.
 
² Florida Black Bear Background and Recovery, 
Defenders of Wildlife, 2010.

By helping wildlife survive, we sustain 
our economy, protect our drinking 
water supply, buffer agriculture 
and military uses from urban 
encroachment, and provide places for 
Floridians and tourists to enjoy the 
outdoors. Only through good policy 
and wise, long-term planning can we 
protect our diverse wildlife and rare 
ecosystems for our benefit now and 
into the future. 
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