
SPRINGS
RESTORE FLORIDA’S CROWN JEWELS

in a springshed, the area of  land that 
recharges water to a spring, affects 
the health of  the spring. Additionally, 
many domestic, agricultural, 
commercial, and public water supply 
operations conducted in Florida use 
groundwater that would otherwise 
discharge through the Floridan 
aquifer and replenish our artesian 
springs.
 
During the past two decades, the 
degradation of  Florida’s springs has 
become undeniable. Every major 
artesian spring in Florida except those 
few in remote areas far from human 
population are experiencing declining 

flows as a result of  water withdrawals 
from the Floridan aquifer.

Florida’s rapidly growing population 
and corresponding land-use changes 
together have drastically altered the 
quality of  our springs. Increased 
nitrate-nitrogen concentrations 
in groundwater is one of  the 
most alarming environmental 
consequences of  the past half  
century of  agricultural and urban 
development. High concentrations of  
these nutrients pose a serious threat 
to our drinking water supplies and are 
polluting our surface waters.

In addition to being part of  our 
natural heritage and a great source of  
enjoyment and recreation, the value 
of  springs can also be measured by 
the environmental and economic 
benefits that springs provide.
 
Florida’s springs are characterized 
by a flow of  crystal clear, fresh 
water from deep beneath the earth’s 
surface—pools of  stunning blue 
wonder. Nearly every aspect of  a 
spring, from the basin size and shape, 
to the fish, wildlife, and plants in the 
spring run, and the public uses of  the 
spring, are dependent upon this flow 
of  water. Every human use of  water 

Florida has the greatest collection of  artesian springs in the world. The largest 
of  these springs are iconic and beloved by Floridians and visitors alike.

FLORIDA CONSERVATION VOTERS EDUCATION FUND

MORE THAN 200 OF OUR SPRINGS HAVE INDIVIDUAL DAILY AVERAGE FLOWS RANGING FROM ABOUT 7 
MILLION TO MORE THAN 500 MILLION GALLONS OF ARTESIAN GROUNDWATER PER DAY. THE LARGEST OF 
THESE SPRINGS ARE WELL-KNOWN: CRYSTAL RIVER, HOMOSASSA, ICHETUCKNEE, MANATEE, RAINBOW, 

SILVER, WAKULLA, WEEKI WACHEE, WEKIVA,  AND VOLUSIA BLUE.



Healthy springs are a precious 
natural resource in Florida for the 
ecological, economic, and community 
benefits they provide. By focusing 
much-needed attention on protecting 
our springs, we will be taking an 
important step towards preserving our 
most critical resource, water, for our 
families and for future generations.

To reduce harmful impacts 
and restore our springs 
to their former vitality, 
policymakers can develop 
a comprehensive statewide 
plan to: 

conserve and restore land in 
springsheds and surrounding 
areas;

provide matching grants to cities 
and counties to remove polluting 
septic systems in springsheds 
and connect properties to central 
sewer;

reduce harmful agricultural 
land-use practices. For example, 
restrict nitrogen fertilizer 
use within springsheds by 
establishing a nitrogen-use fee;

improve practices for treating 
municipal, agricultural, and 
commercial wastewaters;

enforce water conservation 
measures in all springsheds with 
the goal of increasing spring 
flow in order to preserve the 
natural resource value of artesian 
springs; 

implement a water-use fee on 
all groundwater withdrawals 
with all revenue allocated to the 
protection and restoration of 
Florida’s waters.

THE MOST ABUNDANT CONCENTRATIONS OF SPRINGS IN THE WORLD 
ARE LOCATED IN NORTHERN AND CENTRAL FLORIDA. WAKULLA 
SPRINGS, JUST OUTSIDE OF TALLAHASSEE, CLAIMS THE DISTINCTION 

OF BEING THE LARGEST AND DEEPEST SPRING ON THE PLANET.
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Successful implementation 
of a comprehensive 
springs protection 
and restoration effort 
is dependent upon 
funding from the Florida 
Legislature and local 
governments.

SPRING FLOW IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE HEALTH OF A SPRING’S 
ECOSYSTEMS AS WELL AS A GOOD INDICATOR OF THE AMOUNT 
OF WATER IN THE AQUIFER. FANNING SPRINGS, FORMERLY A FIRST 

MAGNITUDE SPRING, IS NOW A SECOND.
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