
PARKS 

SAVE FLORIDA’S GREAT OUTDOORS

1818 during the First Seminole War. 
No other state has managed their 
state parks with this extraordinary 
vision.

The Department of  Environmental 
Protection oversees the Florida Park 
Service and is responsible for the 
protection of  Florida’s state parks. 
The state parks have been a single-
use agency for 80 years, meaning 
that activities such as logging and 
livestock grazing are very limited. 
Our 174 state parks provide one of  
the few remaining opportunities to 
observe and photograph wildlife 
where they feel safe, and to enjoy the 
serenity and beauty of  Florida’s finest 
natural areas.

State parks are living natural 
museums where we can experience 
remnants of  Florida as they were 
when it was first explored by 
Europeans. In our fast-developing 
Florida landscape and increasingly 
complex world, state parks allow 
Floridians and visitors to enjoy the 
real Florida and protect what we love 
most for future generations.

The Florida Park Service has 
managed Florida’s state parks for 
80 years and 2016 marks the 100th 
anniversary of  the dedication of  
Florida’s first state park. 

State law directs the agency to 
“acquire typical portions of  the 
original domain of  such character 
as to emblemize the state’s natural 
values and conserve those values 
for all time.” This is interpreted to 
mean that representative examples 
of  original natural Florida will 
be restored and managed as they 
appeared when Europeans arrived in 
1513, to the extent possible. 

Floridians take great pride in their state parks. They are the heart of  what 
makes Florida special.

FLORIDA CONSERVATION VOTERS EDUCATION FUND

FOR  EVERY  1,000  VISITORS  TO 
A  STATE  PARK  IN  FLORIDA,  

THE TOTAL  DIRECT  ECONOMIC  
IMPACT  ON  THE LOCAL  

COMMUNITY  IS  $77,280.²

A legacy of preservation

Living natural museums
Thanks to the vision and dedication 
of  our park rangers and biologists, 
Floridians can observe what Florida 
looked like when its history was being 
made. They can visit Ichetucknee 
Springs State Park, near Lake City, to 
experience the springs as Hernando 
de Soto did when he was there in 
1539. At Manatee Springs State 
Park near Chiefland, they can see 
the natural landscape that naturalist 
William Bartram described in 1774, 
and they can visit Torreya State 
Park in Liberty County to witness 
the natural conditions that General 
Andrew Jackson experienced there in 

An economic engine 
Our state parks were enjoyed by 
more than 31 million Floridians and 
tourists in 2015, providing a huge 
economic boost to both the state and 
local economies.¹ Additionally state 
parks provide 83 percent of  their 
costs, the most ever, historically.²

Ours is the premier state park system 
in the United States, having won 
the national state parks Gold Medal 
Award three times in the last decade. 
In many of  our state’s more rural 
counties, the state park is one of  the 
most important attractions drawing 
visitors to the county and supporting 
small businesses that depend on 
tourism for survival.  
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COMMUNITY PARKS PROVIDE URBAN OASES
For many families in Florida’s 
metropolitan areas, the majority of  
their time spent in the natural world 
occurs at community parks. This is 
where Floridians gather with families, 
watch their children’s athletic games, 
exercise, and explore nature through 
trails and greenways.
 
In addition to their recreational 
benefits, parks are economic engines 
for communities seeking to attract 
and retain residents and businesses. 
Because close proximity to parks is 
usually considered an amenity to 
homeowners and renters, this trend 
ultimately raises the property values 
of  homes and businesses. 

Additionally, preserving parks and 
open space increases residents’ level 
of  physical activity and generates 
medical cost savings for those who 
exercise in these important places. 
Preserving parks, open space, and 
working lands creates recreation 
opportunities for residents and 
visitors, and generates revenue and 
jobs in the local economy.

Florida has an excellent parks 
program known as Florida 
Communities Trust (“FCT”). FCT 
was created in 1991 to provide 
state-matching funding for local 
governments to buy land for the 
protection of  natural areas in order 
to provide close-to-home recreational 
opportunities. 

Since its inception, FCT has helped 
acquire land for nearly 600 local 
or regional parks. The program is 
extremely popular with local officials 
and citizens because of  its focus 
on meeting community needs and 
priorities and providing tangible 
results. One of  the economic benefits 
of  this program is that the cost of  
maintaining the land is covered 

ever-increasing population, the need 
for community parks remains great. 

Additionally, with the passage of  
the Water and Land Conservation 
Amendment (“Amendment 1”) there 
is now a stable dedicated funding 
source for restoring conservation lands 
and acquiring new ones. Therefore, 
we recommend policymakers provide 
new and adequate funding for Florida 
Communities Trust to directly 
benefit the people of  Florida and the 
communities in which they live.

by local governments, placing no 
additional burden on state land 
management funds.

Perhaps most importantly, FCT is the 
only state program aimed at urban 
open space conservation needs—
providing high-quality outdoor 
recreational opportunities, greenways, 
trails, playgrounds, and other spaces 
that families can use on a daily basis 
because they are near their homes and 
workplaces.
 
In recent years, FCT has not been 
adequately funded, but with Florida’s 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

PEOPLE WHO LIVE CLOSER TO PARKS EXERCISE MORE.³

¹ Division of Recreation and Parks FY 14-15 Fiscal Recap.

² Ibid.

³ Cohen DA, McKenzie TL, Sehgal A, Williamson S, Golinelli D, Lurie N. Contribution of public parks to physical 
activity. American Journal of Public Health. Mar 2007.


