
GROWTH MANAGEMENT
PLAN WISELY  TO PRESERVE OUR QUALITY OF LIFE

so that we do not destroy and forever 
lose the natural resources, quality of  
life, and unique communities that 
are the foundation for our economic 
prosperity.

Florida’s growth rate once again 
is returning to its historic highs of  
nearly 1,000 new Floridians each 
day. Significant changes in growth 
management law and governance 
during and since the great recession 
have left Florida less prepared to 
properly manage this growth and 
meet the needs of  its citizens. More 
than ever, Florida needs a workable, 
sustainable, long-term vision for the 
future of  our state together with 

the political will to put in place the 
policies, regulations, and incentives 
to achieve that vision. Development 
and conservation decisions should 
flow from this vision, which must 
include land-use strategies to foster 
sustainable, compact, and energy-
efficient development in order to 
protect watersheds, wildlife corridors, 
and natural lands and systems.

Effective planning must address 
both where and how development 
occurs. Some areas of  our state are 
simply not suitable for development 
and must be preserved as natural 
lands or agriculture. Such lands 
should be permanently protected 
from development through public 
acquisition, purchase or dedication 
of  conservation easements, or 
other protections in public-
private partnership between local 
governments and landowners.  

In areas where development is 
suitable and needed, appropriate 
infrastructure must be put in place to 
protect the quality of  life of  current 
and future residents. Without strong 
growth management tools, Florida 
loses the ability to strategically locate 
and plan new developments, to the 
benefit of  all, while at the same time 
protecting critical natural resources.

Where and how our state grows 
affects the lives of  every Floridian and 
drives many of  our most important 
public policy debates on issues as 
diverse as transportation, education, 
healthcare, taxes, agriculture, 
and natural resource protection. 
Unplanned and uncontrolled 
growth is a threat to our economy, 
environment, drinking water supply, 
and quality of  life for current and 
future generations.

As Florida’s population has grown, 
with rooftops and pavement replacing 
trees and wetlands across our state, 
it is clear that development needs to 
occur in a more thoughtful manner 

For the past hundred years, growth and development have been a major 
component of  Florida’s economy and one of  the dominant themes in our state’s 

history. 
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Today, local governments have near 
total autonomy in determining the 
density, intensity, scale, and timing of  
developments within their boundaries. 
In many cases, such local government 
autonomy is appropriate, allowing 
communities to develop in a manner 
and timeframe that best fulfills the 
desires of  local residents. However, 
as Senator Tom Lee wrote in 2009, 
“There is a compelling public 
purpose for state oversight of  the 
growth process...State oversight can 
serve to hold rogue governments in 
check, ensure consistency, and bring 
predictability to the process…” 

When significant local, regional or 
state resources will be impaired, 
adjacent communities will be 
impacted, or when local governments 
fail to comply with the provisions of  
their own comprehensive plans or 

To ensure wise growth and 
development in Florida, now 
the third largest state in the 
nation, policymakers can: 
promote infill development and 
rehabilitation of existing urban 
areas over creating new towns. 
Infill and redevelopment are the 
most cost-effective, sustainable, 
and environmentally sensitive 
forms of developments and should 
be rewarded;

only allow new communities 
in rural areas when there is a 
demonstrated need, and only in 
return for clear public benefit:

in return for the right to convert 
rural lands to urban, require 
developers to place significant 
tracts of rural land in permanent 
environmental or agricultural 
conservation;

require new communities to 
have sustainability plans that 
identify the critical mass needed 
to support the community’s 
job center, schools, parks and 
recreation, and stores, and plans 
for the community’s growth to 
build out, including provisions 
that if work centers are not 
constructed as planned, the 
project is halted in order to 
prevent sprawl;

ensure that new development 
covers the costs of associated 
infrastructure and services so 
that taxpayers do not subsidize 
development or face the inevitable 
congestion that is the result of 
insufficient public infrastructure 
and services in existing 
communities.

FLORIDA’S GROWTH RATE IS ONCE AGAIN RETURNING TO ITS HISTORIC 
HIGHS OF NEARLY 1,000 NEW FLORIDIANS EACH DAY.
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state law, state oversight is vital to 
protecting Florida’s natural resources, 
economy, and people.   

Some local governments have enacted 
exceptional policies to protect natural 
resources and existing communities 
from the impacts of  inappropriate 
new development but, in some 
instances, policymakers have sought 
to preempt local government control, 
forcing development upon these 
communities whether it is desired 
or not. In these instances, the state 
should defer to local government 
decision-making.  

Through better planning policy, we 
can ensure that our state continues to 
grow wisely, and that communities are 
livable, commutable, and healthy for 
all those families who make Florida 
their home.
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