
FRACKING
SAFEGUARD OUR WATER AND PUBLIC HEALTH

Florida’s oil and gas laws are outdated 
and do not currently regulate fracking. 
Under current law, well operators 
need only notify the Department of  
Environmental Protection of  their 
plans to use fracking. No permits 
for fracking are required and often, 
details of  the operation including 
chemicals used, can be withheld from 

When local governments are not 
provided a list of  the chemicals used, 
they cannot meet their responsibilities 
to provide proper medical and fire 
emergency response. For instance, 
certain chemicals may require 
specialized extinguishing agents, 

These oil well stimulation operations 
involve the injection of  potentially 
hazardous chemicals into an oil or gas 
well to dissolve or fracture oil-bearing 
rock. Well stimulation operations 
include hydraulic fracturing, acid 
fracturing, and acid stimulation to 
enhance oil production. The use of  
these techniques introduces a risk of  
water depletion and contamination. 
Oil well stimulations use vast 
amounts of  freshwater: just one 
fracking operation in South Florida is 
currently permitted to use 280 million 
of  gallons of  water a year from a 
prime potable water supply source.¹ 
Additionally, the transport, storage, 
and injection of  potentially hazardous 
chemicals may result in spills or leaks, 
which can contaminate drinking 
water resources. Ninety percent of  
Floridians rely on groundwater for 
clean drinking water supplies.

Conventional oil extraction has occurred in Florida for decades. However, we 
are now seeing the use of  unconventional extraction techniques, which pose 

additional risks to our state’s water supplies. 
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What is fracking?

Outdated oil and gas laws

Public health and saftey

No Florida-specific science
While literature is available on well 
stimulation elsewhere in the United 
States, these techniques have not been 
thoroughly evaluated in Florida. 

Without Florida-specific science 
to show how fracking and other 
unconventional well stimulation 
treatments can be safely used, policy 
should at a minimum suspend 
and study all well stimulation. 
It is important to include all 
stimulation that dissolves, fractures, 
or incidentally fractures rock 
underground since all present the 
same risks of  water supply depletion, 
contamination, and other negative 
environmental and public safety 
effects.

the public as a “trade secret.” The 
driller unilaterally decides what is 
“trade secret” without independent 
evaluation. This allows for the misuse 
of  trade secret protections and leaves 
local governments and the public in 
the dark.

which response teams must have on 
hand in the event of  an emergency.
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To protect our water supplies 
and safeguard public 
health from the serious 
risks involved in fracking, 
policymakers can: 

immediately suspend and study 
all well stimulation techniques, 
including dissolving techniques 
and operations which “incidentally 
fractures the formation;”

require a comprehensive study 
of all oil and gas well stimulation 
techniques that addresses 
all pathways for potential 
groundwater contamination, 
including improperly plugged and 
abandoned wells nearby;

prevent waste and depletion of 
potable freshwater supply sources 
by prohibiting the use of potable 
water for well stimulation, thereby 
protecting our valuable and limited 
freshwater resources;

require liability insurance for all oil 
drilling operations to ensure that 
funds are available for the cost of 
site remediation. Such insurance is 
required in several other states;

ensure that health professionals 
and first responders have access 
to chemical information to handle 
spills and exposure cases;

protect home rule of local 
governments and allow local 
governments the authority to 
review drilling proposals and carry 
out zoning and land-use plans. 
Local governments must maintain 
authority to address land-use 
compatibility issues (light, noise, 
traffic) related to drilling that are 
not accounted for in the state 
review process.

•

Home Rule Authority is 
essential to protecting 
surface owners
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These are the minimum 
safeguards necessary to 
protect our water supplies 
and public health from the 
risks of fracking.

Additionally, policy should not 
prevent local governments from 
regulating zoning and land-use 
impacts of  gas and oil regulation. 
Oil extraction, like many other 
heavy industrial uses, can result in 
damage to roadways, risks to public 
health, and excessive light and noise 
disturbance. Local governments must 
retain the authority to address these 
impacts as needed.

¹ South Florida Water Management District Water Use 
Permit NO. 11-03415-W; Dec 17, 2012
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