
EVERGLADES
RESTORE THE RIVER OF GRASS

that threaten our communities. 
Meanwhile agricultural pollution, like 
phosphorus found in fertilizers, have 
continued to flow into the River of  
Grass, disrupting the natural balance 
and leading to toxic mercury in our 
fish, birds, reptiles, and mammals.
 
Restoring the River of  Grass is a 
prudent approach to support Florida’s 
tourism, agricultural, and real estate 
economy, and necessary in order 
to safeguard freshwater supplies 
for more than 7 million Floridians 
who rely on the Everglades for their 
drinking water. Our $880-million-
dollar recreational fishing industry, 
which makes Florida the fishing 
capital of  the world, depends on 
the health of  the Everglades. Every 
dollar spent on Everglades restoration 
generates a four-dollar return in 
Florida’s economy¹ and creates 
an opportunity to uphold a legacy 

of  fishing, kayaking, and hiking 
traditions for future generations of  
Florida families. 

Now, we are at the midway point 
since the historic Comprehensive 
Everglades Restoration Plan 
(“CERP”) passed in 2000. While 
much progress has been made, 
bureaucratic and funding delays have 
hindered restoration projects and 
the ecosystem continues to decline, 
causing ecological and economic 
calamity. Heavy heavy rainfall during 
the “lost summer” of  2013 devastated 
Martin and Lee Counties as harmful 
discharges from Lake Okeechobee 
polluted the Caloosahatchee and 
St. Lucie Rivers. In 2015, drought 
conditions and the lack of  freshwater 
flow led to record-high temperatures 
and salinities in Florida Bay and 
parched Everglades National Park, 
resulting in fish kills that will have 
ripple effects through the dry season 
throughout the Florida Keys.

The greater Everglades ecosystem 
encompasses nearly 3 million acres 
of  Florida’s landscape, flowing from 
the Kissimmee Chain of  Lakes, into 
Lake Okeechobee and down to the 
Florida Keys. It supplies nearly a 
third of  our state’s water supply needs 
and is home to iconic wildlife like the 
Florida panther, roseate spoonbill and 
American crocodile. 

The Everglades is the only place 
in the world like it. However, more 
than 100 years of  digging canals, 
building dams, and development 
have drained natural wetlands and 
destroyed the flow of  the River of  
Grass. Today, less than half  of  the 
original Everglades remain. Florida 
has lost healthy wetlands that once 
stored and cleaned excess water for 
use during Florida’s dry season and 
now struggles with alternating years 
of  costly water shortages and excesses 

The Everglades is the lifeline of  South Florida’s freshwater supply and a 
worldwide treasure that we have been entrusted to protect.

FLORIDA CONSERVATION VOTERS EDUCATION FUND

SNOOK, TARPON, SEATROUT, 
MANGROVE SNAPPER, AND 
SPINY LOBSTER ARE AMONG 

22 COMMERCIALLY OR 
RECREATIONALLY HARVESTED 

SPECIES THAT DEPEND ON 
FLORIDA BAY.
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To ensure that critical 
infrastructure is built to 
restore the Everglades’ 
clean freshwater flow all 
the way into Florida Bay, 
policymakers can:
establish a dedicated funding 
stream to expedite critical 
Everglades restoration projects 
like the Caloosahatchee C-43 
Reservoir, the C-44 Reservoir, and 
the Central Everglades Planning 
Project;

enact and enfore strong pollution 
limits that safeguard Florida’s 
public water resources from 
degradation;

evaluate storage opportunities 
to protect Caloosahatchee and 
St. Lucie estuaries from Lake 
Okeechobee discharges while 
providing vital flow to Everglades 
National Park and Florida Bay.

THE EVERGLADES SPANS 3 MILLION ACRES, REACHING FROM THE 
KISSIMMEE RIVER TO FLORIDA BAY, AND IS HOME TO 67 THREATENED 

OR ENDANGERED SPECIES.
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¹ Measuring the Economic Benefits of America’s 
Everglades Restoration, Mather Economics, Roswell, 
GA. Bobby McCormick, Ph.D., Principal Investigator. 
Study Prepared for the Everglades Foundation.

ONE OUT OF EVERY THREE FLORIDIANS (7 MILLION PEOPLE) RELIES ON 
THE EVERGLADES FOR THEIR WATER SUPPLY.
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The Everglades is the lifeline of  
Florida’s freshwater supply and 
a worldwide treasure that we’ve 
been entrusted to protect. The 
actions taken by policymakers today 
will determine the vitality of  the 
Everglades and the legacy we leave 
for future generations.


