
BEACHES & COASTLINES
PROTECT OUR MOST PRECIOUS NATURAL ASSETS

As properties become threatened 
by erosion, owners look for ways 
to combat beach erosion through 
expensive beach nourishment or 
building sea walls. But hard armoring 
of  the beach with steel and concrete 
seawalls or other coastal structures 
can actually increase coastal erosion 
by increasing wave energy in front 
of  the structures and locking up 
beach sand landward of  the seawalls 
that would normally be available to 
help beaches recover naturally from 
storm events. While a sea wall may 
temporarily save the structure, the 
public beach is ultimately lost unless 
the sand is constantly replenished. 
In addition to reducing shoreline 
resiliency, sea walls also damage beach 

habitat that is critical to shore bird 
and sea turtle nesting. Therefore we 
must plan ways for natural habitats 
to migrate upslope ahead of  sea-level 
rise. Creating migration corridors for 
coastal habitat will be key.

Many Floridians have first-hand 
experience with the threats to 
our beaches and estuaries caused 
by overdevelopment, shoreline 
armoring, degraded water quality, 
and increasingly, sea-level rise. 
Half  of  our beaches have been 
designated as “critically eroded,” 
meaning most of  the adjacent upland 
development needs protection from 
the encroaching surf. Our beaches 
are being squeezed between high-risk 
shoreline development and long-term 
coastal erosion. Development on the 
most seaward dunes combined with 
efforts to protect that development 
from surf  has established a line in 
the sand that prevents beaches from 
moving naturally.

Our Florida way of  life wouldn’t be the same without healthy coasts and 
beaches. They define our state, are the economic engine that drives our tourism 

industry, and make Florida a great place to call home. 

FLORIDA CONSERVATION VOTERS EDUCATION FUND

IN 2014 A RECORD NUMBER OF 97.3 MILLION VISITORS CAME TO 
FLORIDA, RESULTING IN MORE THAN $80 BILLION IN TOURIST SPENDING. 

NEARLY HALF OF VISITORS ENJOYED OUR BEACHES.

Our beaches are at risk Sea walls do much more 
harm than good

Florida is the most at-risk 
state for sea-level rise
Because of  its extensive coastline and 
low water-table, Florida is the most 
at-risk state for sea-level rise, yet there 
is no reference to these issues in any 
of  the state’s coastal development and 
beach management laws, and there 
is no statewide plan to mitigate the 
impacts of  climate change and sea-
level rise to our beaches.

Many coastal states including North 
Carolina, New Jersey, and California 
are adopting coastal management 
policies that consider sea-level rise. At 
a minimum, Florida’s policymakers 
should direct the Department of  
Environmental Protection to conduct 
a study on anticipated sea-level 
rise impacts to Florida’s coasts and 
recommend monitoring and policies 
to guide local governments and state 
agencies in their coastal management, 
planning, and land-use decisions.



Fortunately, there are many ways 
for policymakers to take action and 
protect our coasts against rising seas, 
reduce pollution, and ensure coastal 
protection and resiliency. 

Florida’s beaches are the most visited 
in the world and our coastline is 
world-renowned for sugar-sand shores 
and crystal-clear waters. We must 
protect these priceless natural assets 
and our economy by taking measures 
to mitigate the effects of  climate 
change and sea-level rise for our 
families and for future generations.

To adapt to an era of rising 
seas and ensure coastal 
resiliency, policymakers 
can:
establish a Coastal Commission of 
scientists and other experts to help 
guide coastal policy; 

establish a coastal land acquisition 
program, which includes both 
direct purchases and conservation 
easements;

update and implement inlet 
management plans so there is no 
net loss of sand to the coastal 
system; 

create new policies that incentivize 
the landward siting of new coastal 
development;

implement post-disaster 
redevelopment policies that 
restrict rebuilding in the same 
vulnerable coastal locations after 
storms;

reform the state’s 25-year-old 
coastal development laws to 
reduce development on the frontal 
dunes of critically eroding beaches;

fund the Florida Healthy Beaches 
Program with sustainable, 
recurring state revenue;

adopt strong stormwater rules 
and institute a policy that notifies 
the public when there are sewage 
overflows;

curb plastic and other pollution 
by returning homerule to local 
governments so that they can 
regulate pesticides, fertilizers, and 
single-use plastic bags;

set resource-based carrying 
capacities for special coastal areas 
like beach state parks and wildlife 
refuges will help ensure they 
remain vital habitats and quality 
user experiences well into the 
future.

•

NEARLY 60 PERCENT OF FLORIDIANS LIVE WITHIN JUST 10 MILES OF THE 
COAST.

We still have time to 
protect our beaches
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